
ansdale
L U T H E R A N

  We are called to embrace diversity and to connect all generations to God’s family.

November 2025 
- January 2026

L

WORSHIP  
Thanksgiving Worship
November 25, 7:30 pm

Midweek Advent Worship
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm 

(at St. John's UCC and Trinity)
Blue Christmas

December 20, 5:30 pm

CHRISTIAN CARE 
Thanksgiving Collection

Till November 10 

Wreaths Across America
December 13, 9:00 am

Gift Card Donations, God's Global 
Barnyard and Coat Drive

FAITH FORMATION
Family Circle Group

Confirmation 
See page10

Rise Against Hunger 
MLK Day of Service 

January 19

FELLOWSHIP
Marriage Recognition 
November 15, 4:00 pm

Advent Festival 
November 23, 5:00-7:00 pm

Santa and Cookies 
December 13, 9:00-11:00 am

 trinitylansdale.com
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We are the 
CHURCH
Trinity comes alive each fall as programs  
for adults, children, and youth begin anew! 
We kicked off the season in September 
with a vibrant Ministry Fair, highlighting 
the many ways to get involved—both 
within Trinity and through our community 
outreach partners.

Children enjoyed a  
spook-tacular Trunk or 

Treat on Saturday, October 
18th—filled with more treats 
than tricks! A big thank-you 
to everyone who decorated 
their trunks and made the 
event such a fun success.

Music Camp

Appalachia Service Project (ASP)

Next time you see a New Disciple pictured below make sure to  
give them a warm Trinity welcome! New Disciples pictured let to right: 
Chris Behr, Faith Butt, Fran Reiner, and Vicki Seal from the Fellowship Hub (FH), 
Tejal Nast *(Brogan and Declan), Brian and Kristin Wasilauski *(Matthew and 
Samantha), Linda Puia, Don and Ruth Campolongo, Carl and Cindy Dean and 
Holly Coe (FH). Not pictured Kim Wreath (FH) and new members, Dean and 
Maureen Wiechman. Paul and Cheryl Janssen not pictured. *(children)

New Disciples

Trunk or Treat

Ministry Fair
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the generous love for each other 
and our wider community...                   	
		        ~ Deb Neves

the friendships and fellowship... 
       		         ~ Betty Kern

my role as the Preschool 
Administrator and all of the 
wonderful families and also my 
amazing staff of teachers...
                             ~Tammy Ferro

decades of belonging... 
~ Carole Kriebel 

our amazing volunteers...                	
		           ~Vicki Seal

our children’s faith nurtured...
                        ~Jean Birenbaum

the many ways Trinity serves the 
community and lives out God’s 
love in action...  
   	    ~Cassie Pickens Jewel

the many dedicated worship 
leaders and choir members who 
offer their gifts of time and talent 
so freely...	    ~Andrea Baxter

my coworkers on projects and 
committees that have become  
my friends...         ~Tamera Hatton                      	
		     
cherished friendships... 

~Lorraine Crosson

the volunteers and staff who 
support our Trinity Seniors 
luncheons...      ~Dot Underkoffler
                       
good friends...          ~Joe Howard

the community...           ~Jim Muth

the opportunities to serve others...                       	
		       ~Karen Wright

Join neighbors at the Community Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service! The holiday season 
is a time for connection, and you are invited to 
gather with faith leaders from the area, such as 
the North Penn Mosque and enjoy music from 
the North Penn High School Chamber Singers 
and North Wales Select Singers. This is more 
than just a worship service—it’s a chance to 
come together for prayers of gratitude, peace, 
and unity.

Please remember to bring a canned good for 
our offering, as we support the important work 
of Manna on Main Street. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Community...      
	 ~Pastor Jonathan Steiner 

Daybreak at Trinity. Their music is 
uplifting and inspiring every time 
they sing/perform...    ~Karen Elko

the feeling of Family... ~Chip Kern

loving acceptance...               
                             ~Linda Williams

the many good friends I have 
made through the years...

~Victoria McKelvie

the MANY volunteers who are 
essential to fulfilling the mission  
of Trinity...                ~Linda Graeff

the Loft...             ~ Chris Johnson

I am thankful for...

at Trinity
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Dear Trinity Family, Friends,  
and Disciples,
This edition of our Lansdale 
Lutheran (November-January) 
comes as we enter a season 
rich with reflection, tradition, 
and anticipation. From 
November’s spirit of gratitude 
to January’s sense of renewal, 
this is a sacred stretch of 
the year during which we 
encounter God speaking to  

us in quiet and still moments and familiar rituals. 
First and foremost, I want to express my deep gratitude 
to you. Your warmth, prayers, and kindness have meant 
much to Trevor and me as we welcomed Thomas into 
our family. It is hard to believe that Thomas will turn six 
months old in November. The meals, cards, check-ins, 
gifts, and overall sense of care have not gone unnoticed.  
We were overwhelmed with love at September’s 
“Welcome Thomas Lunch” and look forward to showing 
him the photos and recording of Thomas’ song when he 
is older. We will look back on this season as an example 
of what it means to be the body of Christ as you have 
supported, celebrated, and loved us. Thank you!  
While I am still on family leave as I write this note,  
I’m looking forward to rejoining weekend worship 
beginning the second Sunday of Advent. Advent is one 
of my favorite seasons, and I can’t wait to join you again 
in song, prayer, and around the table as we light the 
candles on our Advent wreath.
As we turn toward Advent, I’m reminded of these words 
from Lutheran Pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
written while he was imprisoned during WWII:
 “The celebration of Advent is possible only to those  
who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be 
poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something 
greater to come.”
The Advent Season invites us to pause, remember, 
and wait while the world is full of Christmas shopping, 
long to-do lists, and a sense of urgency. To be 
reminded that our identity is found in the one who 
comes to dwell with us in the Christ child. The waiting 
we experience during Advent is not passive but filled 
with hope because God is on the move in our lives  
and in the world.  

We are reminded during Advent that even 
amid the darkness and most chaotic night, 

the Savior's light enters our lives. 

May this season, as you celebrate the harvest at 
Thanksgiving, gather in our candlelit sanctuary as we 
sing Silent Night on Christmas Eve, and begin a new 
year, fill you and your family with gratitude, peace,  
and renewed faith. 
	 With love and peace,
	 ~Pastor Fritz

WORSHIP HUB 
Andrea Baxter, worship@trinitylansdale.com

Advent Worship 
Worship with us during the season of Advent!  

November 30, December 7, 14, and 21  
Saturdays: 5:30 pm 

Sundays: 8:30, 9:45, and 10:45 am
Weekend worship will include the traditional  

lighting of the Advent wreath as well as Advent 
lessons and carols. 

MIDWEEK Advent Worship  
We are partnering together with St. John’s UCC 
Church for Advent midweek services at 7:00 pm. 

(Note the new time at 7:00 pm!) 
December 3 - @ St. John’s in the Sanctuary

December 10 - @ Trinity in the Chapel
December 17 - @ St. John’s in the Sanctuary

We’ll sing Holden Evening Prayer together and hear  
a message of hope, love, and peace.

When Christmas Feels Blue, Come Find the Light.
The holiday season can be difficult, especially when 
you're dealing with the loss of a loved one. Join us for 
our Blue Christmas service—a special opportunity to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus in a quiet, contemplative way, 
while also acknowledging that the season can be painful 
for those who are grieving.

mailto:worship%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
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Musikers 
Please consider joining Musikers in 
the Making! Musikers is a fun, first 
experience with music for preschool 
children and a caregiver. Children 
will have fun singing, playing 
instruments, and moving to music! 
Interested? Want to learn more? 
Contact Emily Brands. (ebrands@
trinitylansdale.com). 

 

1:00 pm	 Perfect for families with young children! This 45-minute service is just  
	 like our weekly Trinity Alive! service each Sunday at 9:45. 

3:00 pm	 Music leadership by Trinity Trebles, our children’s choir. We will celebrate 	
	 communion and the service will be livestreamed on our website/		
	 Facebook/YouTube. 

6:00 pm	 Music leadership by Daybreak and LifeSong Singers, our adult and  
	 youth choirs. Traditional candlelight, communion service. 

9:00 pm	 Music leadership by Trinity Choir, our adult choir, and a brass  
	 ensemble. Traditional candlelight and communion service and 		
	 livestreamed on our website/Facebook/YouTube.

Singing Telegrams 
Stop by our table in the lobby 
November 16, 23, and 30 to purchase 
a singing telegram! On December 7, 
from 12:00-3:00 pm, Trinity Trebles 
and LifeSong Singers will visit six area 
nursing homes. Rather than singing to 
specific individuals, we’d like to spread 
the joy and power of music to as many 
homebound people as possible. We’ll 
work to gather folks in the facility, invite 
them to hear our songs and sing carols 
with us as well. For just $10, you can 
“sponsor a song” that will help spread 
some Christmas joy and love. This 
fundraiser supports the Youth Choir 
Trip Fund. Contact Andrea Baxter, 
abaxter@trinitylansdale.com, with 
any questions.

Our God is active and always 
in motion! God is at work—
renewing, illuminating, delivering, 
restoring, and reframing us and 
our world. In this series, we’ll 
discover how God works in us 
and through us to create a new 
and different world. We will focus 
on the lectionary texts from Isaiah 
as we begin this new year.

✶

✶

✶

Special Discount for  
Trinity Lutheran Friends! 
December 6 & 7, 3:00 pm, Sanctuary
Join the Montgomery County Chorale 
and Orchestra (MCCO) for their 
Annual Festival of Carols. Enjoy 
music, readings, and a world premiere 
commissioned work by Melissa 
Dunphy! Trinity Lutheran members and 
friends save $5 off general admission 
($20 tickets) with online sales only.
Code: TLCFOC25 at checkout: 
mccomusic.org/festival-of-carols

Season of Epiphany-January

One Service &  
Holiday Buffet  
Join us for a holiday buffet following the 9:30 
service on December 28th for food, fellowship 
and fun. A sign-up will be available in The 
Weekly beginning December. All are welcome 
to attend. Please join us and bring your 
favorite brunch items to share with others. All 
food items should be dropped off in the Hyson 
Hall kitchen the day of the brunch by 9:30 am. 

mailto:ebrands%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:ebrands%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:abaxter%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
https://www.mccomusic.org/festival-of-carols


6

CHRISTIAN CARE HUB
Vicki Seal, christiancare@trinitylansdale.com

Gift Card Donations for 
Christmas Ingathering
Through November 30, 2025 
The holiday season is approaching! 
The Outreach Ministry Team will 
again be collecting gift cards to 
provide Christmas cheer to children 
and families in our community who 
are facing many challenges and 
hardships.
We are seeking donations of $25 gift cards which  
we will distribute to:
•	 Gemma Services (formerly Martin Luther School): 

Gift cards from Target or Walmart for the children  
in residence

•	 KenCrest group homes: Gift cards from Walmart, 
Target, Dollar Store, 5 Below, Wendy’s, McDonald’s, 
or Burger King for their adult residents

•	 Diakon In-home Program (formerly Lutheran Children 
and Family Services): Gift cards from Target or 
Walmart for the children in-home, or foster-care.

All of these agencies have shared that the need this year is 
greater than ever to provide care and support to the children 
and families they serve. We invite you to mail or drop off 
your gift cards at the church office throughout November. 
Donations will be delivered in early December, allowing 
agency staff to make Christmas morning a little brighter for 
their clients. Please include a note indicating which agency 
or agencies you would like your gift(s) to support.
The term “Ingathering” dates back to the early years of our 
synod. It was created as a way for congregations to share 
with others during the holidays—supporting Social Ministry 
Organizations such as KenCrest, Lutheran Children and 
Family Service, Silver Springs, and Martin Luther School. 
While it is not a Trinity-specific program, our congregation has 
long participated in this synod-wide tradition of generosity.

                                                               ■ Joan Grasso

The annual tradition continues of Manna on Main Street 
collecting food items for our community’s Thanksgiving Dinner 
Baskets Appeal. Food-insecure families in our community look 
forward to receiving a basket so they can celebrate our national 
holiday. This year Manna is asking Trinity disciples to donate 
boxes of stuffing mix (please, no bagged stuffing). Manna is 
hoping that we can supply them with 350 boxes of stuffing mix, 
as the need for donations continues to be great.
You can drop off your donations by placing them in the large 
white box in the Lobby. Monetary donations made out to Manna 
on Main Street are also welcome. Checks can be placed in the 
offering baskets or mailed to the church office.
The last day to drop off items is Monday, November 10 so 
that Manna has time to make sure they have enough of what 
they need to assemble the baskets. If you have any questions, 
please contact Lorraine Crosson at 267-640-6568. Thank 
you for helping to ensure that all our neighbors have a Happy 
Thanksgiving!                                                     
					                ■ Lorraine Crosson

VETERANS DAY:  
Honoring All Who Served Us

Veterans Day will be observed at Trinity on Sunday, 
November 9th with a presentation table and special 
cake served in Hyson Hall. It is observed annually on 
November 11th (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month) is a solemn yet celebratory federal holiday 
dedicated to honoring all American military veterans—
those who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces in 
wartime or peacetime. It's a day for the nation to pause 
and express gratitude for the patriotism, service, and 
sacrifice of these individuals.                      ■ Joe Howard

Remember, Honor, 
Teach: The Enduring 
Mission of Wreaths 
Across America
Every December, a quiet 
yet profound movement 
sweeps across the United 
States and beyond: 
Wreaths Across America 
(WAA). This celebration 

will be held in the Chapel and Columbarium at Trinity on 
December 13th at 9:00 am. What began as a simple act 
of gratitude has blossomed into a national tradition where 
millions of volunteers gather to place veterans' wreaths on the 
headstones of our nation's fallen heroes. More than a holiday 
observance, WAA is a year-round mission centered on the 
powerful message to Remember, Honor, and Teach.

mailto:christiancare%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
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God’s Global Barnyard
This year, are you looking for a 
great way to give an alternative 
Christmas gift to a friend or family 
member? Then stop by the God’s 
Global Barnyard table in the Lobby 
on Sundays, November 30 or 
December 7, from 9:30 to noon,  
to purchase a farm animal. 
By donating any amount between 
$10 and $500, you can “purchase” an 

animal that will be given to a family in need. This animal will make a meaningful 
difference in the quality of life of a family. Animals provide food to eat, fertilizer to 
grow crops, and offspring to sell at market. Your gift can help a family escape the 
cycle of hunger and poverty for good.  
Prices range from $10 for chicks, $20 for honeybees, $30 for a pig, $50 for  
a goat, and $500 for a cow. For each donation, a gift card is available for you  
to give to your loved one.
You can also purchase directly online at goodgifts.elca.org/christmas.   
If you have any questions, please contact Lorraine Crosson of the Outreach 
Ministry Team at 267-640-6568.  
Please consider supporting this appeal and honoring your loved ones with  
a gift that shares the Christmas spirit and provides life-changing programs  
around the world.					             ■ Lorraine Crosson

Fresh Vegetables at Feast Meal
Trinity’s FEAST Garden increased 
the availability of nutritious food for 
the weekly FEAST Community Meal 
by providing tomatoes, green beans, 
zucchini, cucumbers, kale, peppers and 
carrots throughout the summer and into 
the fall. The efforts of planting gardeners 
and weekly garden tenders made this 
possible. 
Special thanks go to the vision of Moises 
Santiago for installing an in-ground 
soaker watering system that kept the 
plantings moist during another hot and 
mostly dry summer. Moises obtained 
enriched soil and he and Yasin Kazimi, 
Bob Riffert and John Kriebel loaded  
the enriched soil into the beds and  
John meticulously rototilled the soil  
into 16 raised beds. 
Sara Hunsberger, Connie Kwiatkowski, 
Becky Howard, Collette Varano and Deb 
Neves planned what was to be planted 
and actually did the planting and provided 
seeds and seedlings in early May. 
Throughout Spring and Summer, garden 
tenders monitored the health of the plants 
and laboriously weeded and harvested 
the beds. Volunteering multiple one-
week shifts were: Susan Pashos, Kathy 
Benford, Marian Olson, Donna Hegge, 
Susan Delp and Tom Mellon. 
                                              ■ Tom Mellon

FEAST Community Meal  
& Food Pantry  
Mondays, 5:00-6:00 pm, Hyson Hall
Join us for our weekly community meal 
and bring your reusable bags to shop for 
free groceries generously donated by local 
businesses. Volunteers are also needed 
to help in the food pantry area—please 
contact Vicki Seal to get involved.  

Grief Support Group
November 5, 6:30-7:30 pm, Trinity 
Parlor or Zoom 
This group offers a caring space for 
anyone navigating loss—whether your 
grief is recent or long-held. Join us 
every other Wednesday. Together, we 
listen, share, and support one another 
through the journey of healing.  
Please contact Vicki Seal, vseal@
trinitylansdale.com, to get more 
information.                     ■ Marcia Hoffa

WELCA Coat Drive – Beginning in December
Help us purchase coats for those in need in Montgomery County! We've already 

gathered over 100 coats, but the need is still great. Donate $25 per coat.  
To donate, go online at GIVE on our website or make checks payable to Trinity 

Lutheran Church with "Coat Drive" in the memo. For questions, email  
Cindy Ryan at cindyryan817@aol.com. Thank you for your support!

https://goodgifts.elca.org/christmas
mailto:vseal%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:vseal%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:cindyryan817%40aol.com?subject=
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If you haven’t had  
a chance to fill out a  

Giving Estimate for 2026, 
please take a moment  

to pray and reflect on the 
generosity you would like  

to bestow on Trinity’s  
ministries in 2026.

Pick up a card at  
the Welcome Desk or fill  
out an online Giving Estimate 
at trinitylansdale.com/forms

Generosity at Work at Trinity!

A few weeks ago, our church needed to set up an extra row of chairs in the 
Chapel for Trinity Alive!, our 9:45 worship service. I was surprised. I knew 
attendance at this service was robust, but so robust that we needed extra chairs. 
Well, part of the mystery was solved when I learned we were welcoming a 
Baptism at that service. The extra chairs made sense. In fact, they made  
sense in more than one way. 
We lean into the mission of connecting all generations of God’s family. Our 
Trinity Alive! Worship experience is a great example of how we do this. It’s 
wondrous to see what we offer to young families seeking to baptize their child: 
a worship experience geared for young families. A worship experience that 
complements our scheduling for Faith Formation and Fellowship. A worship 
experience in a space that we’re fortunate to have, our chapel. 
The generosity of Trinity’s disciples makes it easier for us to fulfill our mission of 
connecting all generations of God’s family. Sometimes those generous acts are 
subtle, such as the gifts that have allowed us to touch up and reorient seating in 
the chapel. Others are more obvious, such as the brilliant display we have there 
now to help worshipers follow the service. And then other acts are ones that 
we’ve known for so long, we have a hard time imagining our church without them. 
At some point in our past, our church created a space, our chapel, not knowing 
fully how it would help us connect God’s family. But it has done so in countless 
ways. It’s home for our Saturday evening worship. It can be used for overflow 
seating on Christmas and Easter. And it’s our home for our young and young-at-
heart worshipers every Sunday at 9:45. Extraordinary acts made it possible for 
our church to build that chapel, a space that now ordinarily allows us to welcome 
and connect so many. 
The chapel’s evolving role is just one story of Generosity at work. In just the 
past few years, we’ve also been blessed with a new pavilion, a re-imagined 
youth space (the smartly spacious Loft), an expanded playground for the littlest 
children, and bold panels in our sanctuary. Countless acts of all sizes have made 
it possible for us to live out our mission to connect all generations and uplift 
God’s redeeming word.                                   ■ Chris Johnson, Generosity Team Leader

White Gifts 
Sundays  

January 4 and 11, 2026 

Just as the Wise Men took gifts 
for Baby Jesus, we are asking 
you to bring unwrapped gifts for 
needy infants and toddlers in our 
community. The items collected 
will be given to infants and their 
parents through two prenatal 
clinics that Mitzvah partners with in 
Montgomery County and to children 
in our refugee families.
Any of the following items are 
needed:

•	 Diapers of all sizes
•	 Pedialyte
•	 Baby Wipes
•	 Cerave, Eucerin Excema Relief, 

or Aveeno Excema Creams
•	 Dove sensitive bar soap or 

Baby Soap
•	 Desitin or Balmex diaper rash 

creams
•	 Non-medicated saline nasal 

spray or saline nasal mist
•	 Small baby toys, layette, or 

handmade items
On January 4 and 11, please bring 
your gifts and place them into 
the mangers in the lobby. Cash 
contributions are also accepted. 
Checks should be made payable to 
Trinity. A note on the check should 
read ‘for White Gifts’. Thank you for 
sharing the love of Jesus with the 
children in our Community.  
 ■ Donna Watson, Outreach Ministry Team

mailto:https://trinitylansdale.com/%0Aforms?subject=
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I can barely believe it, but I have already been with  
Trinity for about two years. November 17th, 2023 was  
my official first day with you, and I have seen the Holy 
Spirit at work in our incredible community. In that time  
I've laughed and celebrated with you, grieved and cried 
with you, thought and planned with you. And I'm thankful 
for every moment of it!
I want to share some things I've learned during our 
journey together. Because of how many people 
and ministries we have, we have a need for clear 
communication. In worship, our liturgy guides us  
to repeat many things week to week, because there 
is value in hearing and doing things again and again. 
A mentor once taught me we need to hear something 
seven times before we really remember it. Now think 
about how many things there are to remember about 
Trinity! As we walk together in ministry, I'm thankful  
when we remind each other who we are, what we  
have committed to doing together, and where we  
hope to go next.

Another learning has been that there is a deep hunger 
for knowing who we are and what we believe. With a 
history as deep as Trinity's there is much to discover 
about how God has been at work. I continue to hear 
surprising and grace-filled stories from members. Leading 
Adult Catechism classes this fall has also reminded me 
of the value of our particular Lutheran witness in the 
world. Whether in Bible study, milestone classes like 
First Communion, or simply conversations over coffee, 
we wrestle with deep questions together about how God 
shows up in our lives. 

Yet the constant is the love of Christ 
in all these things.

I also want to lift up the power of partnership. I think it 
is no small thing that Jesus sends out the disciples two 
by two in Luke's Gospel (chapter 10). Our God knows 
that when we have someone by our side, we can share 
the workload and support each other. And when we 
celebrate together, the joy multiplies as well! At Trinity, 
that partnership is lived out in many ways - Shared 
Leadership, ministry co-leaders, outside organizations 
working with us, and so many more. As you continue to be 
part of Trinity, be on the lookout for who your next partner 
in ministry might be, and invite them into that work. I 
promise you, the Spirit is moving in you and others.

Finally, I am excited to see where God is calling us next. 
As our Strategic Plan comes more into focus, as we 
discover new opportunities to work with our neighbors, 
as we ask the Spirit to guide us with wisdom, I can't help 
but bubble over with hope. The world is HUNGRY for 
the Gospel of Jesus, to know that we are God's beloved 
children no matter what, to hear that we have a place 
where we are welcome.
Thank you for being part of the journey here at Trinity. 
I find blessings everyday in being with you. Please 
continue to pray for Pastor Fritz on his paternity leave, as 
he celebrates this new season of life with Thomas and 
Trevor. 
Know that God is with you, and that the Spirit is at 
work in you!
  ~Pastor Jonathan Steiner, Associate Pastor

Your Faith. Your Impact.
Join the Faith Formation Team!  

At Trinity, we believe faith is a dynamic gift—it grows 
strongest when we gather, share, and proclaim the 
Good News together. Faith Formation is all about 
putting that belief into action, teaching and sharing our 
faith with people of all ages and stages of life.
This mission keeps us energized,  
but we need YOU to help us grow!
What Does "Doing" Look Like? 
We're not looking for experts; we're looking for 
passionate hearts! If you've ever thought about 
sharing your faith but felt unsure where to start, this is 
your opportunity. We provide training to help you feel 
confident—whether you're leading a Sunday School 
craft or guiding a high school discussion. Our pastors 
are here to support every leader with resources and 
answers to tough questions.
Find Your Perfect Fit 
As new ministries develop, there's a place for every 
talent! Whether you prefer to be a background 
planner, an upfront, energetic leader, or someone who 
simply shows up to help however needed, the Faith 
Formation Hub wants to connect with you.
We currently have a high need for people to step  
into these vital roles:

•	 Hub Co-Chair to lead with Frank Farmer
•	 Hub Member to help guide ministry decisions
•	 Sunday School Teachers (All ages!)
•	 CHAOS Youth Group Leaders (for the 2026-27 

season)
•	 Co-leaders for the 2027 ELCA National Youth 

Gathering trip
•	 Anyone willing to provide ongoing support for 

current leaders.
Ready to make a difference in someone's faith 
journey? Reach out today to explore how your gifts 
can help us share the Good News of Jesus!
Contact: FaithFormation@trinitylansdale.com

mailto:FaithFormation%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
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A Reformation Day Milestone:  
Seven Confirmands Affirm Their Faith

On October 26th, coinciding with the historic importance of Reformation Day, seven 
members of Trinity’s youth congregation publicly declared the faith that has taken 
root in their lives. Through the Affirmation of Baptism, we welcome them as active, 
adult partners in our shared ministry, ready to continue their walk with Christ.
Their two-year journey began with the anchors of our tradition: dedicated study of 
Luther's Small Catechism—the 10 Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
Baptism, and Holy Communion. But true faith is lived, not just learned. Their final 
year brought the curriculum to life, exploring how to embody Christian values through 
conversations with NAMI and candid fellowship with Trinity members.
The highlight of this spiritual growth is their Faith Statement, a requirement that 
asks them to tap into their deepest convictions. Whether through a thoughtful essay, 
a moving poem, a powerful piece of artwork, or other creative expressions, each 
student has offered a unique window into their soul's relationship with God.

 
Be inspired by the profound, personal faith of these confirmands! Their statements 
are shared on Trinity’s social media. We praise God for the gift of Grace that 
empowers these young people to recognize and live out their calling.

 
 

Family Circle
This fall, Faith Formation Hub co-
chair Frank Farmer has been up to 
something fun. Combining the "Plucky 
Parents" small group ministry that 
began this spring as a support network 
for parents, and the "Pizza with the 
Pastors" that began as a Baptism 
followup ministry, "Family Circle" is a 
ministry building some momentum.
Once a month, this group will gather 
together as children and parents for a 
fun activity. They've gathered at a park 
on a Saturday morning with donuts, 
and painted pumpkins at the church 
playground. Living into the 2025 Shared 
Leadership goal of lifting up the first 
third of life, Family Circle is a place 
where newcomers and old timers come 
together.
If you want to be part of the group or 
support the ministry, please reach out 
to FaithFormation@trinitylansdale.com. 
Keep an eye out for announcements, as 
this group gathers monthly on site or in 
the community.

Looking for Connection,  
Fun, and Faith?  

Join a Youth Group!
Do you know a youth in 4th–12th  
grade who’s looking to connect with 
others or simply searching for something 
fun and meaningful to do? Youth group 
might be the perfect fit!
Contact FaithFormation@trinitylansdale.
com to learn more.

FAITH FORMATION HUB 
Pastor Jonathan Steiner, faithformation@trinitylansdale.com

We thank the Confirmation guides, Rebecca Page and Chris Johnson for their time 
and support for our youth. The seven confirmands this year are from left to right: 
Stephen Hoover, Declan Willison, Than Geremia, Dylan Jones, Willow Witkowski, 
Aimee Morris, and Katie McCauley.

Matthew 6:33-34 
resonated with 
Willow Witkowski. 
She expressed how 
it helped her, instead 
of stressing about 
the things I have 
goning on, I just 
pray and talk to God 
about my worries 
and just know that 
it's not in my hands. 
She created the 
patchwork on this 
hoodie.

Katie McCauley drew this 
beautiful representation  
of her interpreatation of 
the verse Isaiah 41:1.

mailto:FaithFormation%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:FaithFormation%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:FaithFormation%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:faithformation%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
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Baptism
This fall, we continue to celebrate God's 
promises poured out for us in water 
and the Word! Baptism is the for-sure 
promise of grace from God, and is the 
anchor for our faith for the rest of our 
lives. We celebrate Baptism for infants 
as a sign of God's grace, that before 
we can even understand words, this 
gift is given to us. But Baptism can be 
celebrated at any age.
At Trinity, we host monthly Baptism 
classes, for families to learn about 
these promises and how we celebrate 
at Trinity. Once a month we host 
"Baptism festivals," where we have one 
or more Baptisms in worship, where we 
all promise to support the parents and 
sponsors in teaching about God's love.
If you'd like to engage with Baptism 
Ministry, please reach out to us at 
FaithFormation@trinitylansdale.com. 
The Spirit is at work!                                 
                                                                       

A Joyful Start to the School Year!
We’re off to a fantastic start this school year, and we couldn’t be more excited 
to share all the wonderful things happening in our community. From new 
beginnings to cherished traditions, our preschool is buzzing with energy, 
laughter, and learning.

Our 2’s Class Is Full and Thriving
We’re thrilled to announce that our 2’s class is officially full—and these little 
learners are already making big strides! With nurturing guidance from our 
teachers, the children are settling into routines, exploring new activities, and 
forming sweet friendships. Every day brings new discoveries, from circle time 
songs to colorful art projects.

New Playground for Our 2’s
To match their growing curiosity, we’ve opened a brand-new playground 
designed just for our 2-year-olds! This safe, engaging space features  
age-appropriate equipment, soft surfaces, and plenty of room to run, climb,  
and giggle. It’s quickly become a favorite spot for outdoor adventures and  
joyful play.

October: Fire Safety Month
October brought an exciting visit from 
the Lansdale Fire Department, who 
taught our students all about fire safety. 
The children were captivated by the 
firefighters’ gear and got an up-close 
look at the firetruck. It was a hands-on 
experience that sparked curiosity and 
reinforced important safety lessons.

Field Trip to Merrymead Farm
We’re looking forward to our 
upcoming field trip to Merrymead 
Farm, where the entire school—
students, teachers, and 
families—will enjoy a day of fall 
fun. From hayrides and corn 
mazes to meeting farm animals, 
it’s a perfect way to celebrate the 
season and build community.

November: Thanksgiving Feast
In November, we’ll gather in 
Hyson Hall for our annual Thanksgiving Feast. Families are invited to bring a 
dish to share as we celebrate gratitude and togetherness. It’s a heartwarming 
tradition that reminds us of the joy found in community and connection.

December: Angel Tree Giving
As the holiday season approaches, we’re preparing for our Angel Tree  
program. Preschool families will have the opportunity to adopt a local family 
and donate gifts to brighten their Christmas. It’s a beautiful way to teach our 
children about compassion and the spirit of giving. We’re so grateful to be 
growing, learning, and celebrating together—and we can’t wait to see what  
the rest of the year brings!                              ■ Tammy Ferro, Preschool Administrator

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service – Rise Against Hunger

On January 19, 
Trinity will offer 
this day of service 
opportunity for the 

fourth consecutive year. On this day 
we will package over 10,000 packets 
of rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables, 
vitamins and minerals in an assembly 
line experience.
These packets will be sent to a remote 
community overseas. Last year’s 
packages were sent to Vietnam. 
There is no cost to participate thanks 
to this event being funded by Trinity’s 
Endowment Fund. Elementary school 
aged children ages five and up are 
welcome to participate along with an 
adult or guardian. Sign-ups will begin 
after the first of the year with 125 
spots being available. Look for more 
information in The Weekly. 
               ■ Tamera Hatton, RAH Coordinator

mailto:FaithFormation%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
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Trinity Seniors Luncheons
Trinity Seniors is a fun, social 
organization to help seniors connect 
with other seniors. Mark your calendar 
for the upcoming Trinity Seniors 
luncheons. 
December 16 – Souderton High School 
Alumni Men’s Chorus concert under the 
direction of Jon Leight.
January 27 – Bingo hosted by Al  
and Nancy Stock with lots of prizes  
to be won.
(Menus to be announced.)
The luncheon begins at 12 noon 
followed by the program from 1:00 to 
2:00 pm. Cost is $15.00, payable at 
the door when you arrive. RSVP to the 
church office, 215-368-1710, at least 6 
days prior to the date of the luncheon. 
Our Seniors events are for anyone  
55 or older. You are welcome – and 
bring a friend. For more information, 
contact Dot Underkoffler at rdunder@
comcast.net or 215-723-9263.

FELLOWSHIP HUB 
Vicki Seal, fellowship@trinitylansdale.com

Marriage Recognition 
Celebration
November 15, 4:00 pm, Hyson Hall
Trinity will celebrate couples who have 
been married 50 or more years. Our 
Marriage Recognition will begin with a 
delicious served meal and celebration, 
followed by a marriage blessing at 
the 5:30 pm worship service. You are 
invited to bring a photograph and/or  
memento of your wedding day to place 
on the display table. If you would like to 
celebrate your 50 + years of marriage, 
please contact the church office at 215-
368-1710 to RSVP by November 7th. 
We look forward to celebrating with you!

Advent Festival with Dinner and Crafts!
November 23, 5:00-7:00 pm, Hyson Hall
Please join us for our Advent Festival! We are excited to recreate this fun and 
fabulous event from our past! All are welcome! We will begin with a delicious 
Spaghetti dinner that will be served from 5:00 to 6:30 pm. During meal time, you  
will have the option to participate in creating a few fun Advent and Christmas crafts.  
This event will run similarly to an open house so feel free to come and go as you 
please! The dinner portion will end at 6:30 pm. The Fellowship Hub is looking for 
volunteers to help prepare for the meal, serve and/or run a craft table. This dinner 
and crafting event will require an RSVP to attend the event to help our staff prepare 
for the meal. Free will offering will be collected.

Meet Santa with  
the Lansdale Police!
Join us and the Lansdale 
Police Benevolent Assoc. 
for a free, fun-filled morning! 
Stop by for cookies, cocoa, 
and pictures with Santa.  
All are welcome!

Saturday, December 13,  
9:00 - 11:00 am, Social Hall

Men’s Retreat - January 8-9, 2026
This is a great opportunity for all men – grand-
dads, dads and young adults to spend time 
together and grow in their faith journey. Join us 
at Spruce Lake for fun and fellowship. Includes 
1 night lodging with 3 meals (Thursday dinner to 
Friday lunch), along with the program events and 
activities. Check-in time Thursday, January 8, 4:00 
– 7:00 pm. Bedroom checkout time is Friday, 7:00 
– 10 am, but the program does not end until 4:00 pm. Register by December 10th  
to secure your spot! Double occupancy $168.00 per person • Triple occupancy 
$146.00 per person Retreat Coordinators – Moises Santiago and Dave Weber  
trinitylansdale.com/event/mens-retreat

mailto:rdunder%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:rdunder%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:fellowship%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
https://trinitylansdale.com/event/mens-retreat/
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I want to express my deepest gratitude for the incredible support and compassion 

you extended to me during one of the hardest times in my life. When I was 

struggling to get back on my feet and find stability, y
our services provided me with 

hope, direction, and the opportunity to rebuild.

My stay was as comfortable as it could be under the circumstances, and although 

it wasn’t my own home, you made every effort to make it feel like a safe and 

caring place. The accommodations were clean, secure, and filled with kindness. 

Having access to my own restroom and laundry facilities made such a difference 

in maintaining dignity and peace of mind during a challenging season.

The emotional support I re
ceived was just as valuable as the physical comfort. 

Every conversation, every act of understanding,  

reminded me that I wasn’t alone and  

that better days were ahead. 

My child and I both felt cared for, respected, and uplifted.

Because of your guidance and the genuine care of your staff, I w
as able to find the 

strength and stability to move forward toward success. I will forever be grateful for 

the impact you had on my life.

To anyone going through similar circumstances, please don’t give up — there are 

people and places like Trinity Lutheran Church and Family Promise that truly care 

and will help you find your way again.

With heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

From Homelessness to Hope: 
Thankful Hearts Share Their Story 
 
In September, Trinity partnered with Family Promise and the Fellowship Hub 
to host three families experiencing homelessness in our Luther Hall building. 
Volunteers from Trinity and neighboring churches came together to provide 
meals, grocery gift cards, transportation, and heartfelt companionship. 
Trinity’s maintenance team secured the building and made it safe for our 
toddler guests. All families were welcomed with homemade meals and  
warm visits.
Trinity members also donated fleece blankets, toddler bikes, toys, and 
coloring books to brighten the children’s stay. One mother, experiencing 
shelter life for the first time, shared how deeply moved she was by the 
kindness and care her family received. From the homemade meals to the 
thoughtful gifts, she felt embraced by a community that saw her not just 
as someone in need, but as someone worthy of dignity and hope. This 
partnership was more than a service, it was a shared journey of compassion, 
connection, and the joy of lifting one another up.

Visitor Ministry: Help Us 
Welcome Our Neighbors!
Trinity is actively re-launching the 
Visitor Ministry Team! This crucial group 
ensures that every newcomer feels 
seen, supported, and connected right 
away.
To Our Visitors: We invite you to stop 
by the Parlor Café! Grab a coffee and 
meet one of our friendly guides who can 
answer questions about our ministries 
and community.
A Call to Volunteers: Do you have 
a passion for hospitality? If you love 
meeting new people and want to help 
others find their place in the Trinity 
family, please contact Vicki Seal to learn 
how you can join the team!

One family story shared below:
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Volunteer to Deliver 
Poinsettias
Friday, December 26, 9:30 - 11:00 am
Please consider joining our flower 
delivery team and share some 
Christmas joy with our homebound 

members and those who are unable to attend worship 
services. A continental breakfast will be available for 
those who are interested in delivering flowers. For 
more details, please contact Vicki Seal at vseal@
trinitylansdale.com or call the church at 215-368-1710.

  

 
Sponsor a loved one in honor, memory or celebration this Christmas.

Presented By: _______________________________________________________________					   
		  Last Name					     First Name
 
Phone _______________________  Amount Enclosed  $_______________  Env. #________ 

q I wish to provide a sponsorship for the Worship/Music/Livestream Worship at $100.

	 In honor of ____________________________________________________________

	 In memory of __________________________________________________________

q I wish to provide a sponsorship for the Building & Grounds at $50.

	 In honor of ____________________________________________________________

	 In memory of __________________________________________________________ 

q I wish to contribute _____ Christmas Dinner(s) for Center City Food Cupboard at $5 each $_________.  

	 This contribution will be used to purchase food for needy families and will be distributed through our  

	 Lutheran churches in Philadelphia.

	 In honor of ____________________________________________________________

	 In memory of __________________________________________________________

q I wish to place _________ Poinsettia(s) at $20 each - $___________.  

	 They will be used to decorate the chancel on Christmas Eve. You may pick up your poinsettias  

	 on Friday, December 26 (9:30 - 11:00 am only).

	 In honor of ____________________________________________________________

	 In memory of __________________________________________________________

	      ______ I will pick up the poinsettia(s) on Friday, 12/26, 9:30-11:00 am.

	      ______ Please deliver the poinsettia(s) to a shut-in.
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS IS DECEMBER 10. 

Contributions received after the deadline will be published in the Trinity Weekly the Sunday after Christmas.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS

ASP Wreath Sale
November 9-23, 
Lobby on Sunday mornings
ASP participants are selling fresh 
Christmas wreaths and log boxes from 
November 9-23. There are several 
sizes and types to choose. 

To order, please see the ASP table in the lobby or via email 
trinityasp@trinitylansdale.com. Proceeds benefit the ASP 
Summer Mission Trip. Pick Up Date: November 30 in 
Social Hall from 9:00 am-12:00 pm.  

mailto:vseal%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:vseal%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
mailto:trinityasp%40trinitylansdale.com?subject=
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Celebrating Births
We would love to hear about the birth  

of your new bundle of joy! Please call the 
church office, 215-368-1710, and  

tell us about the birth of your baby so  
we can put it in the Weekly. We often  
do not find out about births and want  

to celebrate with you!

Please Let Us Know When  
You Are Hospitalized 

We would like to visit you when 
you are hospitalized. All the 
pastors and several trained 

disciples make hospital visits on 
a regular basis. We, however, 
continue to miss visiting some 
members because we didn’t  
know they were hospitalized.  

The hospital can not tell us if you 
are there due to privacy laws! 
Please call or have a family 

member call the church office 
when you are hospitalized, so we 

can provide care, prayers, and 
support for you. Unless YOU let 

us know, we won’t know.

Pastoral Acts
Deaths
8/13/2025 		 Kerry Duke
8/28/2025 		 Evelyn Brodhag
9/25/2025 		 Joan Williamson
10/8/2025 		 Ronald Abendschein, Jr. 
       	                
Baptisms
8/16/2025 		 Vianne Renee Knowles, daughter of 
 		  Madison Taylor (Butt) Knowles and 	
		  Brianna Rose Knowles
8/17/2025 		 Brooke Lynne Valentino, daughter  
		  of Lindsay Nicole Durant and John 	
		  Anthony Valentino
8/17/ 2025 	 John Anthony Valentino, Jr.,  son  
		  of  Lindsay Nicole Durant and  
		  John Anthony Valentino
9/7/2025		  Desmond Rossell Fresco, son of	  
		  Tiffany Rossell May-Fresco and 		
		  Joseph Michael Fresco 
9/14/2025		  Diego Gloyd, son of Giana Marie 		
		  Gloyd
9/27/2025 		 Kane Charles Leslie, son of 		
		  Samantha Holly (Fusco) Leslie and 	
		  Logan Christopher Leslie
10/12/2025 	 Hadley Ann Billetz, daughter of 		
		  Megan Elise (Gerhart) Billetz and 		
		  Brandon Deforest Billetz 

BIRTHDAYS
Ruth Weber	 November 22
Harriet Berry	 December 13
Dan Dunleavy	 December 31
Gordon Gerhart	 February 3 
Judy Zander	 February 17
Joan Carroll	 February 20
Fran Curtis	 February 22

Homebound Birthdays   
If you would like to send a birthday card 

to one of our homebound members, 
please  feel free to drop in the  

“Birthday Basket” at the receptionist  
desk in the lobby! Thank you!

We are proud to share that Trinity received $10,952.64  
this year from the grant funding through the Thrivent Choice® program. 

Support Trinity with your Choice Dollars®.    
thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-choice

EMERGENCY PASTORAL  
CARE HOTLINE  

If you are in need of pastoral 
care or experience the death  

of a loved one, please let  
the church office know at  

215-368-1710.  
For emergencies, please press 

1, leave a voicemail and  
a pastor will get back to you!  

This service is available 24/7,  
365 days a year. 

To make an appointment online, 
please go to redcrossblood.org  

and enter Trinity Lutheran Lansdale.

Red Cross  
BLOOD DRIVE
Thursday December 18,  

1:00 - 6:00 pm, Hyson Hall

EMAIL CHANGED? 
Has your email changed? We want to 
stay connected with you. If your email  

has changed please email your change 
to tlc@trinitylansdale.com.

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-choice
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Worship & Blessing of Backpacks

Nadia Bolz-Weber Event

Summer Block Party

We were honored to host 
Nadia Bolz-Weber and the 
Red State Revivals tour. 
Her message of grace, 

honesty, and hope sparked 
meaningful conversation 

and deep reflection. 

In God's Image SEPA Event
SEPA Synod hosted 
an event at Trinity, 

In God's Image. Our 
sanctuary was filled 

with songs and stories 
of hope, as Flamy 
shared how God 

called her from shame 
into celebration.  
ministrylink.org/

inclusive-communities/

https://ministrylink.org/inclusive-communities/
https://ministrylink.org/inclusive-communities/

