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This directory is dedicated to honor our veterans from all branches of the U.S. 
military services and to honor the sacrifices they made and the courage it takes 
to defend, honor, and protect our great country. It is intended to be a component 
of the historical records and annals of Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church of 
Lansdale in memory and recognition of these veterans. 

Heroes come from all walks of life. Many volunteered and many were drafted. 
We honor our heroes, their achievements, their courage and dedication. We are 
in the midst of patriots who have nobly served. They possess courage, pride, 
determination, selflessness, integrity and dedication to duty. Veterans were often 
called to be part of very difficult chapters in our nation’s history. They are 
ordinary people who responded in extraordinary ways and sometimes in extreme 
circumstances. 

Millions of Americans have fought and died on battlefields here and abroad to 
defend our way of life. Today our military continues to make the ultimate 
sacrifices as more Americans still step forward to serve. They step forward in 
the footsteps of great Americans from previous generations. 

This tribute is one small spark in the flame of American pride that burns in our 
Church today, and every day. We honor those who have made sacrifices so that 
we all live in freedom. The members of Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church 
say, “Thank you,” for answering the call to duty. 

Lutheran Evangelical Church Veterans’ Ministry 
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Ronald Abendschein, Sr.* 
Army, 1956 to 1958 
Served as a tank commander at Fort Knox (KY) and as a cook at Fort 
Stewart (GA). Achieved rank of Specialist 4th Class. 
 
Arlo Anderson* 
Navy, 1955 to 1957 
Korean War  
Served as a hospital corpsman.  
 
Lee Annis* 
Army, 1943 to 1946 
World War II  
Army Corps of Engineers. Worked with petroleum distribution. Laid 
gas lines from Cherburg to Paris. Built pump stations. Achieved rank 
of E-5. 
 
David Baddorf* 
Navy Reserves, 1956 to 1965 
Served as Aviation Electronics Technician at Naval Air Station Willow 
Grove, PA. Worked on S-2F aircraft. Achieved rank of 2nd Class Petty 
Officer. 
 
Dr. Charles Baechler 
Navy, 1951 to 1953 
While on active duty, served at sea as antisubmarine officer in warfare 
and gunnery on a destroyer. Achieved rank of Lieutenant. 
 
Bill Barclay 
Army, 1963 to 1966 
Vietnam Conflict  
Served in the infantry. Achieved rank of E-4 Corporal. 
 
Franklin Bastian* 
Army, 1963 to 1965 
Vietnam Era  
Served with the 164th military police in Miesan, Germany. Transported 
missile convoys. Taught GED to military troops. Achieved rank of 
Specialist 4th Class. 
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Rodman H. Bean* 
Army, date unknown to 1945 
World War II  
On April 7, 1945, three days after his 22nd birthday, and short weeks 
before Victory in Europe Day, Rodman was killed in action. Achieved 
rank of Lieutenant. 
 
John Benavage 
Army, 1966 to 1969 
Vietnam Conflict  
Was a commanding officer of an engineering company and worked on 
bridges. Achieved rank of Captain. 
 
Samuel K. Berry* 
Army, 1943 to 1946 
World War II  
Served in Europe as an anti-aircraft gunner. Achieved rank of E-5 
Corporal. 
 
Richard W. Bilger 
Army 
World War II  
Served in Germany. Achieved rank of Private First Class. 
 
Kenneth Bixler* 
Air Force 
World War II  
Stationed in France during the war and worked in the Command 
Center. Achieved rank of Colonel. 
 
Sally Bixler* 
Army, 1942 to 1944 
World War II  
Served as an Army nurse. Achieved rank of 2nd Lieutenant. 
 
Gerald “Jerry” B. Bolig 
Coast Guard, 1953 to 1957 
Korean War  
Two years on a CG Cutter maintaining the ship’s store and monthly 
reports. Served 18 months at U.S. Coast Guard Academy, payroll and 
various reports. Achieved rank of SK2. 
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Norman Brabson* 
Army, 1953 to 1955 
Korean War Era  
Served in Germany. Worked with photographic maps.  
 
Leroy Bregler 
World War II  
Achieved rank of S 2|c. 
 
Dan Brennan 
Marines, 1963 to 1967 
Vietnam Era  
Worked in the financial department. Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
George Briner* 
Marine, 1957 - 1961 
Served 1.5 years in Okinawa and 30 days in Korea.  
Rank: 1st LT Manager of Officers Club in Quantico 
 
Dawson (Vic) Victor Carroll* 
Navy 
World War II 
Served as Aviation Radioman and Radar instructor following his pilot 
training. After the war, served as Captain in the Army Reserve 
 
Dan Coe 
Army, 1961 to 1964 
Vietnam Conflict  
Served as an aircraft mechanic. Achieved rank of Enlisted. 
 
Michael Colavita 
Coast Guard, 1945 to 1946 
World War II  
Served as a fireman. Achieved rank of Second Class. 
 
Joseph E. Conley* 
Army, date unknown to 1943 
World War II  
Joseph was shot down in Europe in mid-1943 and remained "missing in 
action" for the rest of the war. Achieved rank of Private First Class 
(also reported as TSGT). 
 
Richard S. Cordes* 
Navy 1953 to 1957 
World War II 
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Jim Cottrell 
Army Reserves, 1970 to 1976 
Vietnam Era  
Construction engineer. Achieved rank of E-5 Sergeant. 
 
Ed Coursey 
Army National Guard, 1972 to 1982 
Served in rear area operations. Maryland Army Guard. Achieved rank 
of Staff Sergeant. 
 
Kenneth “Ken” Cox 
Air Force, 1970 to 1971 
Vietnam Era  
Served as a parachute rigger. Active duty and reserves. Achieved rank 
of E-3 Airman First Class. 
 
Francis “Fran” Curtis 
Army, 1950 to 1953 
Korean War  
Served as a radar operator and in the infantry. Achieved rank of E-6 
Staff Sergeant. 
 
Roger Dean* 
Navy, 1957 - 61 
Served in engineering, USS Hancock, Pacific theater and naval 
reserves.  
Achieved rank of Lieutenant commander 
 
Jean DeBarth* 
Navy, 1942 to 1946 
World War II  
Served as maintenance mechanic on large aircraft. Was stationed in 
North Africa, England, and on the US Salerno Bay (a carrier). 
Achieved rank of Aviation Electrician Mate First Class. 
 
Perry Detweiler* 
Navy  
World War I  
Served as a member of the Naval Reserve Forces.  
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Marian M. Detwiler* 
Navy, 1945 to 1946 
World War II  
Served as a member of the Navy Hospital Corps. at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital, Jacksonville (FL). Achieved rank of Pharmacist's Mate Third 
Class, V-10. 
 
Craig Dietterick 
Air Force, 1967 to 1971 
Developed training plans and taught courses regarding systems 
operations for new squadron arrivals. Served at Rhein-Main AFB, 
Germany, Cannon AFB, NM. Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
H. Warren Dimmig* 
Navy 1942 to 1946 
World War II 
Was trained as a flight instructor. After 30 hours of instruction, he then 
trained pilots for 4 years. 
 
Warren D. Ditzler* 
Army, 1968 to 1971 
Attended Engineer OCS, Ft. Belvoir (VA), Military Intelligence School, 
Ft. Holabird (MD), and Special Warfare School, Ft. Bragg (NC). 
Served as G-2 Security Officer for 2nd Armored Division, Ft. Hood 
(TX). Achieved rank of 1st Lieutenant. 
 
Richard “Dick” Donavan* 
Army National Guard, 1952 to 1960 
Korean War  
Pennsylvania National Guard. Worked with remote controlled flying 
drone aircraft. Also worked with Nike Ajax missile system. Was 
federalized and worked with anti-aircraft guns. Achieved rank of SP-5 
Sergeant. 
 
Gregory “Greg” Elko 
Army, 2003 to 2009 
Second Gulf War  
Served in Iraq in 2006 as Ranger, platoon leader, and administrator. 
Achieved rank of Captain. 
 
James “Jim” Evangelisto 
Air Force, 1966 to 1970 
Vietnam Conflict  
Served in the Philippines as a cryptographic equipment technician. 
Served on a SAC base in New England. Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
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Curtis “Curt” A. Federolf* 
Army, 1941 to 1945 
World War II  
A member of the US Army Air Corps, Curt served in the Southwest 
Pacific and was captured on the Philippine Islands on approximately 
May 7, 1942. He was held by Imperial Japan on the internment camp 
Omori Headquarters Camp (Ofuna) and spent 1,175 days in captivity. 
He died on July 25, 1945 when bombs fell on the Prisoner of War 
(POW) camp in Japan where he had been held in captivity. Achieved 
rank of Private First Class. 
 
Robert E. Forst* 
Air Force, 1949 to 1952 
Korean War  
Radar technician. Achieved rank of E-5 Staff Sergeant. 
 
Rudolph Forst 
World War II  
 Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
Richard “Butch” Francis* 
Air Force, 1960 to 1964 
Worked as cryogenic fluid specialist, made oxygen for aircraft. 
Achieved rank of Airman Second Class. 
 
Robert E. Frank* 
Army 
Korean War  
Served in the 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division. Robert 
was 19 years old when he was killed in action in South Korea on 
February 8, 1951. Achieved rank of Private First Class. 
 
Albert Fritz* 
Army, 1943 to 1946 
World War II  
Was a baker at Ft. Meade (MD).  
 
Donald N. Garman* 
Pa. Air National Guard 1961 to 1967 
193 rd Supply Squadron, Olmstead AFB, Pa. Maintenance facility 
specialist. Achieved the rank of A1C. 
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Gordon Gerhart 
Army, 1956 to 1958 
Stationed in Kaiserslautern, Germany. MOS-Communications.  
 
Jon Jack Kenneth Gouak* 
Navy 1950’s 
Korean War 
 
Anthony “Tony” M. Haag* 
Army, 1960 to 1961 
Served in the Army Security Agency, Ft. Devens (MA) Achieved rank of 
Private First Class. 
 
Benjamin H. Hammel, Jr.* 
Army, 1945 to 1946  
World War II  
Served in the motor pool in Vienna, Austria in 1946  
Achieved rank of Private First Class. 
 
John Han 
Navy, 1993 to 1999 
Navy Reserve JAG, 1999-Present. Served as military judge, prosecutor, 
defense counsel, and Staff Judge Advocate at the Naval Air Warfare 
Center. Achieved rank of Current rank O-6 Captain. 
 
Alex “Al” Hanna 
Army Reserve, 1963 to 1970 
Vietnam Era  
Military Intelligence Unit.  
 
Colin Hannings* 
Army 
Served in the Army Reserves for over 30 years. 
 
William Elwood Hannings* 
Marines 
Vietnam Conflict  
William was a mortar man assigned to the 4th Marines. He died in 
action on June 6, 1968, at the age of 19, when his helicopter came 
under hostile file and crashed on land in Quang Tri Province, South 
Vietnam. He was posthumously awarded medals, including the Bronze 
Star, for saving the life of a wounded comrade in a previous action. 
Achieved rank of Lance Corporal. 
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Marty Hansen 
Army, 1969 to 1971 
Vietnam Era  
Served as military policeman with duty stations at 57th MP Company, 
West Point (NY) and 503rd MP Company (Drake Kaserne) Frankfurt 
(Germany). Duties included building and post security, military alerts, 
civil disturbances, investigations, and radio operation/vehicle patrols. 
A draftee who spoke German, he was promoted to E-5 Sergeant after 
1.5 years of service. Achieved rank of E-5 Sergeant. 
 
Thomas “Tom” L. Heaton 
Army, 1957 to 1960 
Served as a translator of Chinese Mandarin for the Army Security 
Agency. Was based in Okinawa and Taiwan.  
 
Edward “Ed” Hettel 
Navy, 1970 to 1998 
Worked in Navy Supply chain (ordered, received, stowed material, 
completed financial reports). Served as senior enlisted leader 
responsible for approx. 50 junior enlisted personnel. Traveled to Spain, 
France, Greece, Italy, Turkey, Scotland, and Norway. Achieved rank of 
SKCS (Senior Chief Petty Officer), E-8. 
 
Edward Hettel, Sr.* 
Navy, 1943 to 1945 
World War II  
Served in the South Pacific Theater. Achieved rank of CM3 
(Carpenter's Mate). 
 
Scott M. Hettel 
Navy, 2005 to 2011 
Global War on Terrorism  
Served on the US Enterprise CVN 65 2007 to 2011. Achieved rank of 
MM2 (Machinist Mate). 
 
Al Hill * 
Army 
Vietnam Era 
Served in Germany 
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Dennis H. Hoffa 
Air Force, 1966 to 1970 
Vietnam Conflict  
Served in security at Pease AFB (NH). Stationed near Da Nang 
(Vietnam) for one year. Finished service at McGuire AFB (NJ). 
Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
Barry L. Hosgood 
Navy, 1964 to 1970 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba crash crew. Spent last year of active duty with 
VF32 (fighter squadron), Oceana VA aboard FDR Aircraft Carrier in 
Mediterranean. Achieved rank of Third Class Aviation Electrician. 
 
Joseph “Joe” Howard 
Army, 1971 to 1998 
Vietnam Era  
Medical Service Corps. Medical Logistician, Air Ambulance Pilot, 
Aviation Safety Officer, and DoD Air Crash Survival Investigator. 
Achieved rank of LTC. 
 
Charles D. Hunsberger* 
Army 1970 to 1972 
Vietnam Era 
Served as a company clerk, prepared reports for Headquarters 
Achieved the rank of Corporal. 
 
Michael “Mike” P. Jewell+ 
Air National Guard, 2003 to Presemt 
Operation Enduring Freedom  
Instructor Pilot, NJ ANG 108th Wing (McGuire AFB), KC-135R, 2011-
present; Crew Chief, KC-135R, AZ ANG. Achieved rank of Current 
rank O-3 Captain. 
 
John “Chip” Kern 
Army, 1970 to 1972 
Vietnam Era  
Data Gathering Operator and Fire Distribution Operator (16K20, 
16H10) with Army Air Defense Command Post, 30th Artillery Brigade, 
Okinawa, Japan. Achieved rank of E-4 Specialist. 
 
John Kirstein 
Army, 1966 to 1969 
Vietnam Era  
Worked in finance. Achieved rank of Specialist 5th Class. 
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Merton E. Kline 
Army 
World War II  
Served in Burma. Achieved rank of S|Sgt.. 
 
James “Jim” Komerska* 
Army, 1953 to 1955 
Stationed in Chateauroux, France with 866th EAB attached to the 
USAF as part of NATO. Honorably discharged Achieved rank of 
Corporal. 
 
C. Andrew “Andy” Krepps, Jr. 
Army National Guard, 1972 to 1978 
Vietnam Era  
Field medic. Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
Claude B. Kriebel* 
Navy 
World War I  
Entered the service on June 1, 1917. Served at the Port of Antwerp, 
Belgium as a member of the U.S. Navy Fast Frigate (U.S.S. Lakemoor 
cargo vessel). On April 11, 1918, he lost his life when his ship was 
torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine UB-73, 3 miles off 
Corsewall Point in the Irish Sea. 
 
John Kriebel 
Army, 1965 to 1967 
Vietnam Era  
Served in preventative medicine. Achieved rank of Specialist 4th Class. 
 
Mark Lanan 
Navy, 1975 to 1981 
Active duty 1975-1979, inactive reserves 1979-1981. Two years on 
board the USS Capodanno, crossing the equator on July 4, 1976. 
Travelled to the Gambia, Senegal, Spain, Italy, Egypt, Jordan, Sudan, 
Saudi Arabia, Kenya, Iran, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Seychelles. Two 
years as an Air Controller in MS. Achieved rank of Air Controller, 2nd 
Class Petty Officer. 
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Marvin R. Landis* 
Army 
World War II  
Served honorably as a Sergeant Medic during the Battle of the Bulge. 
The Battle of the Bulge, held December 16, 1944 to January 16, 1944, 
was the largest battle fought on the Western Front in Europe during 
World War II. Achieved rank of S|Sgt.. 
 
William E. Lessig* 
Army 
World War II 
For two years, served as Personnel Specialist at Fort Dix, New Jersey. 
Achieved rank of Specialist 4. 
 
Willaim B. Light* 
Army, 1952 to 1956 
Korean War 
Served in the Army Corp of Engineers. Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
Robert R. Lischke* 
Navy, 1944 to 1946 
World War II 
Achieved rank of CM3 (Carpenter’s Mate). 
 
James Lorenson* 
World War II 
 
John Luft 
Army, 1952 to 1954 
Korean War  
Served in the motor pool. Achieved rank of E-3 Private First Class. 
 
Charles Macy* 
Air Force, 1960 to 1962 
Air National Guard, 1962 to 1965. Served as a flight surgeon and 
worked in internal medicine. Achieved rank of Lt. Colonel. 
 
Herman Mayer 
Army, 1987 to 1993 
Served in the airborne artillery as a battery commander driver and 
supply clerk. Achieved rank of Specialist. 
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James “Jim” A. McHale* 
Air Force, 1942 to 1944 
World War II  
 Achieved rank of Staff Sergeant. 
 
John McDonald* 
Army   1950’s 
Korean War  
 
Donald “Don” Meese 
Navy, 1969 to 1971 
Vietnam Era  
Worked in clerical department. Achieved rank of E-5 Yeoman. 
 
David “Dave” Mertz 
Air Force, 1958 to 1963 
Military police in TX, NH, GA, and Korea, with additional assignments 
in FL, Azores, Morocco, and Spain.  
 
Nicholas “Nick” Minio 
Army, 1964 to 1967 
Vietnam Conflict  
Served in the infantry. Achieved rank of E-5. 
 
Tom Mockler* 
Army, 1946 to 1948 
World War II and Korean War  
Also served 1950 to 1953. Worked in reconnaissance. Achieved rank of 
Technician, 5th Grade. 
 
Robert “Bob” Muschert 
Army National Guard, 1960 to 1966 
Vietnam Era  
Served in supply. Achieved rank of E-5 Sergeant. 
 
Kenneth “Ken” Neal 
Army, 1952 to 1954 
Korean War  
Served as an engineer draftsman in HQ Company. Built airfields in 
Korea.  
 
James L. Nelson* 
Army  
World War II  
Served in Luxembourg. Achieved rank of Corporal. 
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William “Greg” Nish* 
Army, 1966 to 1972 
Vietnam Conflict  
Worked with communications; was a radio operator on helicopters in 
Vietnam. Achieved rank of O-3 Captain. 
 
Donna Rae Nolter 
Pa. Air National Guard, Air Force Associate Reserve and Active Duty 
1970 to 2003 
Vietnam Era, Cold War Era, and Gulf War 
Served as Chief Nurse and Flight Nurse Examiner of the 69th and 
514th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadrons. Logged 7,522 flying hours 
transporting military patients from NATO bases, Middle East,Cuba, 
Panama and the Philipines. Participated in Granada Rescue 1982, 
Desert Storm 1991 and KolbarTowers Bombing Rescue 1996. Attached 
as an IMA to the Pentagon from 2001 to 2003. 
Achieved rank of Colonel. 
 
Francis S. Paules 
Army 
World War II  
Prisoner of war in Germany. Achieved rank of T|Sergeant. 
 
Donald “Dan” Pedriani 
Army, 1971 to 1979 
Was in ROTC in college, commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant. Finance 
officer while on active duty. Joined Army Reserves. Achieved rank of 
Captain. 
 
John Perry 
World War II  
Achieved rank of S 1|c. 
 
William “Bill” Pezzuti 
Air Force, 1954 to 1958 
Korean War  
Served 2 years in Japan during the Korean Conflict. Served 2.5 years 
as radar operator and taught controllers. Achieved rank of Staff 
Sergeant. 
 
James Piston* 
Army, 1958 to 1960 
In the reserves until 1964. 
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Russell Pool* 
Navy  
World War I  
Served as a member of the Naval Reserve Forces.  
 
Royce Rasmussen* 
Army 1951 to 1954 
Stationed in Japan during the Korean War. Achieved the rank of 
Corporal 
 
John “Jack” Ratzke 
Navy, 1963 to 1970 
Vietnam Era 
Assigned to naval air and served as a jet mechanic. Felow on a radar 
submarine chaser. Achieved rank of Petty Officer Second Class (PO2). 
 
Robert Rhoads * 
Army  
WWII 
His unit cared for two service retrievers, Homicide and Suicide. 
 
Walter (Walt) M. Rhue* 
Air Force 1950’s 
Korean War 
Performed numerous sports such as football, competitive diving and 
boxing for the Special Forces in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean 
War. 
 
Robert “Bob” Riffert 
Army Reserves, 1969 to 1975 
Vietnam Era  
Served in the infantry. Achieved rank of E-4 Specialist. 
 
Charles Roberts 
Navy 1966 to 1970 
Vietnam Era 
Participated in the 6 DAY war. Worked in personnel management 
Achieved rank of E-5 (Petty officer second class). 
 
Kenneth R. Saul* 
Navy, 1944 to 1946 
World War II, Pacific Theater 
Served as Gunner Mate, 3rd Class on Landing Ship Tank (LST). 
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Edgar “Ed” Scattergood 
Army, 1958 to 1966 
Served in active duty and reserves. Worked in explosive ordinance unit. 
Achieved rank of 1st Lieutenant. 
 
Michael Scharff* 
Navy 1960’s 
Vietnam Era 
 
Val Scheckenbach 
Navy, 1969 to 1977 
Served as an operational specialist and radar operator. Achieved rank 
of E-4 Petty Officer Third Class. 
 
George Schellinger* 
Air Force  
World War II  
Served as a bombardier Achieved rank of Sergeant. 
 
Louis H. Schmuck* 
Navy, 1943 to 1945 
World War II  
Louis joined the navy at the age of 17. He served in the Pacific aboard 
a ship as a Naval Air Mechanic.  
 
Frank E. Schultz 
Army 
World War II  
Served in Italy. Achieved rank of T|5. 
 
Ralph Schultz* 
Army, 1955 to 1957 
Scientific professional member, worked in Research Lab at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground (MD). Achieved rank of Specialist 4th Class. 
 
David “Dave” Schurz 
Naval Air Reserve, 1957 to 1962 
Served as an aviation boatswain's mate maintaining engines. Assigned 
to the USS Wasp in charge of the catapult and to VP Squad 933 fleet 
sector, which performed surveillance during the Cuban Missile Crisis.  
 
Luther R. Sergeant * 
Army 1950’s 
Korean War 



Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church of Lansdale 
Veteran’s Directory and Ministry 

*Deceased    +Still Serving Update May 2025  

 
George Everett Shade* 
Navy 
Vietnam Conflict  
George served as a U.S. Marine Hospital Corpsman assigned to the 
9th Marines. He was killed in action on October 13, 1967 at the age of 
22, in Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam. He was administering first 
aid to a wounded marine when American bombs fell s Achieved rank of 
Petty Officer 3rd Class. 
 
Bruce K Shaffer 
Air Force, 1962 to 1966 
Ground Control Approach (GCA) Radar Technician. Assigned to the 
2861 Ground Electronics Engineering Installation Agency (GEEIA) at 
Olmstead AFB, PA and Griffiss AFB, NY. Achieved rank of A|C. 
 
Thomas “Tom” Shank 
Army, 1952 to 1954 
Served as a part of Army Construction Engineers. Completed basic 
training at Ft. Belvoir (VA) and served at Camp Baumholder 
(Germany). Served in HQ & Service 293rd Engineer Battalion as a 
heavy equipment preventative maintenance technician. Achieved rank 
of Corporal. 
 
John “Jack” Shannon 
Army, 1970 to 1976 
Vietnam Era  
Combat engineer. Achieved rank of E-6 Staff Sergeant. 
 
Elwyn “Kenneth” Shelly* 
Army 1959 to 1963 
Vietnam Era 
Served as translator/interpreter in the Philippines in the 9th USASAES. 
Attended US Army Language School. Achieved rank of SP5 (E5) 
 
Bill Shimer 
Army Reserves, 1971-1977 
Rank achieved: E5 Construction Equipment Engineer 62B20 
 
Frederick H. Shisler* 
Air Force  1961 to 1963 
Assigned at Steward Air Force Base 
Achieved rank of Captain 
 



Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church of Lansdale 
Veteran’s Directory and Ministry 

*Deceased    +Still Serving Update May 2025  

Walter Skinner* 
Army 1918 
World War I 
Private-U.S. Army, 315th Infantry, 79thDivision. 
Drafted April 29, 1918. Killed in Action at age of 25 on November 7, 
1918 in France during the Meuse–Argonne offensive. Interred at the 
Muse-Argonne American Cemetery, Lorraine France. 
  
Donald Starner* 
Navy, 1942 to 1946 
World War II  
Served on the USS Independence while in the Pacific. Worked as a 
communication radio operator. Recommended for officer training in 
1944.  
 
Hartman W. Stevens* 
Army  
World War II  
Reported missing in action. No further details are provided. Achieved 
rank of S|Sergeant. 
 
Dr. Leon Harry Strohecker Jr. * 
Navy 1960’s 
Served as a Navy dentist in Washington D.C.  
 
Thomas “Tom” Sykes 
Air Force, 1954 to 1961 
Stationed in Iceland. Worked as a ground control interceptor. Worked 
with radar for incoming aircraft. Achieved rank of 1st Lieutenant. 
 
Marge C. Thatcher 
World War II  
Achieved rank of Sk 1|c. 
 
Ronald “Ron” D. Underkoffler* 
Army, 1961 to 1967 
Two years each active duty, active reserves, and inactive reserves. 
Served as a computer programmer with Supply Control Corps of 
Engineers. Served in France. Achieved rank of Specialist 5th Class. 
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William “Bill” E. Vincent 
Army, 1962 to 1964 
Trained at Ft. Dix (NJ) as a radio operator. Assigned to the 86th 
Engineer Group at Camp Drum (NY) to build roads. Achieved rank of 
Specialist 4th Class. 
 
Deborah Volker 
Air Force 1993 to 2023 
Rank achieved: Chief Master Sergeant 
Served on our nations “The USAF Band” as a violinist and performed 
with “The USAF Strolling Strings”. Deployed to the middle east with 
"The USAF Band" 
 
Edward Walls* 
Navy 
World War II  
Served as an electrician on a Patrol Craft.  
 
Harold Warner* 
Army 
World War I  
Served as a member of the United States Army Transportation Corp. 
Supported the development of the consolidated steam locomotive, 
designed in Europe during WWII for heavy freight work.  
 
Merrill H. Weber* 
Army  
World War II  
Served in Normandy. Achieved rank of S|Sgt.. 
 
Dr. Robert E. Weibel* 
Army, 1958 to 1960    
Served as a physician, details unknown 
 
John Wildmann 
Army, 1964 to 1967 
Vietnam Era  
Maintained records for personnel in his company. Served in reception 
station, performed interviews of new recruits, processed their records, 
and kept troop records up to date. Served in Germany and Ft. 
Campbell (KY). Achieved rank of Personnel Specialist, E-5. 
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Glenn Wolfe 
Navy, 1952 to 1956 
Korean War  
Naval Air Service aircraft engine mechanic. Served in Malta. Achieved 
rank of 3rd Class Petty Officer Quartermaster. 
 
Thomas Zimmerman* 
Army 1958 to 1960 
Served as Medical Corpsman in Korea and USA 
Achieved rank of Pfc E3T 
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DISCLAIMER: The Veterans’ Ministry attempted to obtain all veterans’ and current 
service members’ names. Preceding is a directory of members of Trinity Lutheran 
Evangelical Church that self-identify as veterans or current service members. To become 
involved in Veteran’s Ministry or add yourself or a family member to this directory, 
please contact the Church Office (215-368-1710). 
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